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AMISKWACIY ACADEMY 101

New native school ready to fly

Old rt to serve
as neavlvrﬁgme base
for 800 after $5.3M

in renovations

PAUL MARCK
Journal Business Writer
EDMONTON

Edmonton Public Schools will
spend up to $5.3 million to up-
grade and renovate the old City
Centre Airport terminal to ac-
commodate the Amiskwaciy
Academy native studies school.

“With those dollars we're going
to build computer labs, science
labs, home economics,” said Gary
Reynolds, department supervisor
of central services for Edmonton
Public Schools. “What you could
call unique features of the school
will be arts and ceramics labs, in-
dustrial and traditional arts labs.”

The two-storey, 85,762 sq-ft
one-time terminal building will
be sectioned into classroom and
other functional space.

There’sno gymnasium planned

for Amiskwaciy, but renovations
will include a new facade for the
school, perimeter fencing for the
side facing the airfield and other
site improvements.

The school board putout a call
for expressions of interest for the
fast-track modernization project
lastweek, with bids closinga cou-
ple of weeks ago.

Manasc Isaac Architects earlier
won the design bid for the acad-
emy and the winning tender for
a general contractor will be
named next month.

Richard Isaacsaid the building
presents some challenges in its
current configuration. The inte-
rior will be gutted and some
washrooms moved. But aside
from a zig-zagging central hall-
'way to ensure exits are all con-
nected, there aren’t any real odd-
ities, Isaac said. The former ter-
minal’s solid masonry, rectan-
gular shape and size make it ful-
ly functional for a school.

“Iwillbea school. Wetook
advantage of the givens inthe ex-
istingdesign,” saxdlmac. “Itwillbe
agood use of available space.”

The ground level, or former ar-
rivals area, will contain class-
room space and administration.

The one-time departures area

onthe second floorlends itselfto
creative use of apassenger lounge
and high-ceiling open space that
will serve asa gathering place and
cafeteria. A portable stage will
helpindoublingitasadramaarea
and a former restaurant becomes
home forhome economics.

The exterior will see dramatic
change. An overhanging concrete
canopy over the former taxi and
drop-off area will be redesigned
for aesthetics and will become a
second-floor balcony.

Theairfield side of the building
will belandscaped with a combi-
nation of earth berms and walls
to provide a usable outside area
thatwill provide shelter from air-
plane noise and be ashowcase for
artdisplays.

Sdll up in the airiswhether the
third floor, one-time securityand
observation area, can be used.
There are no elevators to the lev-
el and the area has to be fully ac-
cessible before it can be convert-
ed to school use.

On the realty side, Mark Kolke

of Colliers International handled
lease arrangements with Ed-
monton Public Schools and
Gibralt Capital Corp. of Vancou-
ver, which took out a long-term
lease on the terminal property
from Edmonton Airports last

spring.

Theschool boardis sub-leasing
the building from Gibralt over a
25-year term. That agreement is
expected to be completed by
year’s end, Reynolds said.

Edmonton Public Schools had
an initial list of 45 potential
school sites, but the airport ter-
minal was always at the top. Its
lomuon, configuration, size and
proximity to public transit were
among determining factors.

“We feel that the financial terms
of this site were as good and as
fair as any of the other submis-
sions. Sonotonlyisitagoodsite,
butwe felt the economics are rea-
sonable,” Reynolds said. Other
potential sites would have been
much more costly to make suit-
able, he said.
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Architect Richard Isaac holds a computer-generated image of what the front entrance of the terminal
building will eventually look like when transformed for Amiskwaciy native school.

Amiskwaciy began as a native
studies school this fall with 290
studentsin anold Ed Tel building
at 105th Street and 103rd Av-
enue. With a projected enrol-
ment of 800 for next September,
theschool was forced to seeknew
accommodation.

Edmonton City Council ap-
proved the new use for the ter-
minal this morith, clearing the
last hurdle for Amiskwaciy’s re-
location.

The building was mothballed
when scheduled passenger ser-
vice was consolidated at Edmon-
ton International Airport five
years ago, following a plebiscite.

The Kingsway Business Associ-
ation petitioned city council not
to approve converting the termi-
nal building into a school.

Locating Amiskwaciy at the air-
portis the latest in a string of de-
velopments since 1995 that has
decreased the viability of the fa-
cility for aerospace and aviation
use, said Paul Gervais, chairper-
son of the business group.



